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Ninth Crusade. Kings Ferdinand and George and
Petar sent remonstrances to the impulsive fourth royal
horseman of the Apocalypse, and Lord Crewe in the
House of Lords (fearing that the Turks might win) an-
nounced that " under no circumstances would the
Powers tolerate any change in the status quo of South
Eastern Europe." But the die was cast. The Churches
Militant of the Balkans (that sounded better than gun-
limbers) had begun to move towards Constantinople
amidst the incantations of their hirsute Popes. The men
of the Black Mountain left their grapes and sheep and
bees : forty thousand of them swarmed down to the lake
of Scutari, but failed to take the city.

" It is our right and duty/' said King Nikola, " to
annex the homes of our ancestors, and to assemble round
their graves ; for that, it would be a joy for us to die."

A thousand men did die, in brave encounters. The
Morning Post of November the i6th described a typical
scene:

" The Commandant of the Dulcigno battalion, seeing
his men hesitate for a moment under the Turkish fire,
sprang forward, snatched a rifle from the hand of a dead
man, and began to fire like a common soldier. The ex-
ample of their leader put fresh courage into the Montene-
grins, who dashed forward and put to flight the head of the
Turkish column, which had just reached the brow of the
hill. The gallant Commander, however, paid for his
heroism with his life. A piece of bursting shell struck him
in the chest, and he was carried by his men to the rear
and laid on the ground close to the colours of the bat-
talion. The Chaplain gave the dying man benediction.
Then he snatched up a rifle, dashed forward, and cried
to the soldiers, waving above his head the cross which